Assignments

Class Reading: Todd Strasser, Give a Boy a Gun

A

1) Outline the contents and the structure of this young adult novel.

2) Pick out statements that characterize


a) Gary Searle


b) Brendan Lawlor

quote statements (give the name of the person and the page of the book)

3) Find out some details 


a) on Gary’s parents and his family life


b) on Brenda’s parents and his family life

4) Describe school life in a typical American middle-class town. Show how important it is to be the member of some clique.

5) Try to explain the importance of the media in Gary’s and Brenda’s lives.

6) Analyse the various forms of violence in the novel:


a) Violence in computer games


b) Violence in school (harassment, bullying, mobbing)


c) Violence in everyday life


d) Read the newspaper quotations at the bottom of some pages and make a list of some of the (alarming) statements.

7) How did the victims perceive the shooting (being taken hostage) at the end of the novel?

8) What message does the author try to convey?

B

1) Visit some websites: Try to find some information on the author and the book.

2) Make up some questions (for a quiz) concerning the author and his writing.

3) Write a short text commenting on the novel:


a blurb


a book review

